TEXAS
PARKS &

WILDLIFE

Sharelunker 2008-2009
a Big Year for Lake Conroe

Lake Conroe had banner year during the
2008-2009 ShareLunker season with four large-
mouth bass over thirteen pounds being donated
to the program between December 13, 2008 and
February 26, 2009. This is a record number of do-
nations to come from Conroe, and one of those
bass was a new water body record. With these four
entries, Lake Conroe has now produce 16 Share-
Lunker bass and has jumped to fourth on the list of
reservoirs producing the most fish over 13 pounds.
Only Lake Fork, Lake Alan Henry, and Sam Ray-
burn Reservoir have produced more.

The first ShareLunker of the season was
caught December 13, 2008 by Kyle Nitschke
of Willis. Kyle’s fish weighed 13.07 pounds, 25
inches long, and set a new Junior Angler State Re-
cord. Nitschke hooked the big bass while fishing
the Ignition Bass Tournament with friend Tyler
Goetzman who ironically, a year earlier, had set
the Junior Angler State record with a 13.06-pound
bass he caught on January 13, 2008. They won the

Kyle Nitschke of Willis shows off his
13.07- pound Junior Angler State Record
largemouth bass caught from Lake Conroe

on December 13, 2008.

By: Jeff Henson

December 2008 Ignition tournament with a bag
weighing 32.85 pounds.

Over a month and a half passed before the
next lunker made its appearance. On January
30, 2009, Ricky Bearden of Conroe was dragging
a plastic worm through 54-degree water when he
set the hook on what is now the new Lake Con-
roe water body record for largemouth bass, a
15.93-pound behemoth taken from two feet of wa-
ter. The big bass now holds the number 24 spot on
the list of the top 50 largemouth bass ever caught
in Texas. The fish was 27 inches long and 22 inches
in girth. As the Texas resident catching the largest
fish of the season, Bearden will receive a lifetime
fishing license. According to ShareLunker Pro-
gram Director David Campbell, Bearden’s fish was
one of the healthiest they have seen donated to the

Ricky Bearden of Conroe proudly holds his
15.93-pound Lake Conroe water
body record bass.

program in a long time. Kudos to Ricky for his
amazing catch!

Only two weeks passed, and yet another
ShareLunker bass was pulled from Lake Conroe
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Mark Goetzman of Willis holds the third
SharelLunker to be entered from Lake
Conroe in 2008-2009.

by another Willis angler, Mark Goetzman. If that
name sounds familiar, it should. Remember Ty-
ler who was fishing with Kyle Nitschke who beat
him out of the Junior Angler State Record by 0.01
pounds? Well, Mark Goetzman is Tyler’s father. I
suppose the old familiar adage that the apple never
falls far from the tree applies to fishing too. Share-
Lunker No. 460 took MarK’s Brush Hog about 10
a.m. on Sunday morning, February 15th. The fish
weighed 13.13 pounds and was 25 inches long and
20 inches in girth.

Just when we thought it couldnt get any
better, Lake Conroe showed that it had not quite
played all its cards in the 2008-2009 ShareLunker
bonanza. While fishing just south of the EM. 1097

Renee Linderoth wears a big smile as she
holds her 13.8-pound lunker, the sixteenth
largemouth bass to be donated from Lake
Conroe into the program since its inception.

bridge with guide Ron Higgins, Renee Linderoth
of Conroe was in the right place at the right time
and pulled a 13.8-pound, 25.1-inch lunker from
two feet of water on a Hula Grub. “T have to give
credit to my fishing guide, Ron Higgins of Higgy’s



Freshwater Adventures,” Linderoth said. “With-
out him putting me in the right place and fishing
the right way, I would not have caught this fish”
Higgins also gets credit for the bass being entered
into the ShareLunker program rather than being
immediately released. Linderoth had not fished in
recent years and had not heard of the ShareLunker
program. She was going to immediately release the
fish, but Higgins said ‘No, we have to get it weighed
and see if it is a ShareLunker,” she explained, and
the rest, as they say, is history.

That Conroe has become a big bass factory
is really no surprise to us as biologists who have
been working on the fishery for years. The habitat
restoration efforts along with periodic stockings of
Florida largemouth bass fingerlings, and the stock-
ings of ShareLunker offspring have contributed
to the successful comeback of the this reservoirs
largemouth bass fishery. These efforts are ongo-
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ing, and should result in great bass fishing for years

Montgomery County’s Largest

Consignment Boutique For
W Est.2002  The Entire Family
Has Moved To Montgomery!

* 5,500 SF of Shopping Experience * Children's
* Teen's * Maternity * Women's ® Women's Plus Size
* Men's * Men's Big & Tall * Scrubs

* Boutique Bows & Headbands
T agla * On-Site Custom Bow Designer
19380 Hwy 105 W, #501, Montgomery * 936-582-1100
www.EliteRepeatMonigomery.com

BROKEN OR MISDIRECTED SPRINKLER HEAD?
YOU COULD BE WASTING THOUSANDS OF GALLONS A YEAR.

If you think you waste more water indoors, take a look outside.

LONE STAR GROUNDWATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Every day is a chance to save. WaterlQ.org
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